Bahia Vista Mennonite Church
Overseers Update to the Congregation
July 13, 2014
1.

The Overseers met on Tuesday, July 8, 2014.

2.

Youth Ministry
Pastor Roger reported on the progress of working at a seamless transition between the current
Minister of Youth Zack Morris and the new interim youth ministry team.

3.

Executive Minister Position
The Spiritual Calling and Discernment Task Force unanimously affirmed Mike Christner as the
Executive Minister of BVMC. A vote for approval will take place in both services on July 20, 2014.

4.

Finance Committee Report
In light of the Finance Committee's report and concerns, there was discussion as to whether to
approach our financial planning from the perspective of "faith" or "reality." Consensus developed
that it is important to take the "faith" risk and move forward. The balance sheet was reviewed and
it was determined adequate funds are available to support the revised organizational structure.
In recognition of our current financial report, the Overseers accepted Pastor Roger's
recommendation that the full-time executive pastor position be paid at a three-fourth-time
position until the end of the year at which time it will be reviewed.
The Overseers approved the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the CFAS account be
absorbed into the general fund.
The June 2014 Receipts and Disbursements Report is attached.

5.

Southeast Mennonite Conference Report
On June 24, 2014, Nancy I. Yoder, chair of BVMC Overseers, and Jewel Shenk, representing
concerned members of BVMC, received a letter from Roy Williams, Chair of the Ministerial and
Church Development Committee, Lee Miller, District Minister of Sarasota District and Marco Guete,
Conference Minister of SMC concerning BVMC Overseers actions concerning Larry Diener and
Charis Center. After three months of deliberation, the following statement was issued:
The SMC representative after analyzing the documents from both parties came to a
conclusion that the Board of Overseers of BVMC acted in consistence with their By-Laws.

6.

Charis Center
The final hearing has been set for September 29, 2014.

7.

Winshape Camp
Minister of Children Kayla Miller invited the Overseers to visit Winshape next week, July 14-18,
2014, at SCS. There are approximately 294 students from the community enrolled.

8.

Pastoral Report (attached): Pastor Roger Shenk
Nancy I. Yoder, Chair
Nancy B. Yoder, Secretary

PASTOR’S REPORT
July 7, 2014

Renewal
It’s a season of vacations and holidays. My family went north for a couple weeks where we were able to
spend time with extended family, as well as some of Bahia Vista’s winter residents who attended a
picnic others hosted for us. It was good to get away, but it’s good to be back. As I said last month, I
continue to love this congregation, and have faith in God for this work.
I frequently receive words of encouragement from people. One visitor recently told me after a worship
service that the joy here was palpable. Later that Sunday afternoon he wrote: “I wanted to thank you for
so warmly greeting me and my family this morning at church. We really enjoyed worship and clearly felt
the energy and joy of the Spirit in both the music and the message. We are looking forward to becoming
‘regulars’ at BV.” I pass this along to encourage the church. We have a vital ministry here in Sarasota.
The church’s love and joy is being felt by those who enter.
As I explained to the church Sunday, we have opportunity to reorganize our ministries in a way that
helps us befriend more people with the gospel. May God multiply his love and joy among us. And may
he be pleased to “add to our number daily those who are being saved.”

Community





The first of our summer socials, the June 25th Beach Party, had probably seventy people in
attendance. Our next one is a Chili Cook-off and Drive-In being held here at the church on July
30th.
On July 6th we baptized Brenda and Kimberly Musall, and received them as members. Several
others have indicated that they too are ready for membership.
Our summer curriculum continues with various bible and book studies.

Worship




Many in our society, even in our church, are self-defined (and confined) by their worst
moments. Some wallow in self-loathing, while others hide behind activity or alienating
behaviors. But redemption and restoration is the heart of the Gospel. So on July 6th I started a
new series on Psalm 51 called, “What To Do When You Really, Really, Really Screw up.”
On July 6 several musicians from the second service helped to lead the first service in worship
and received good affirmation.

Service




Our Change For A Dollar ministry was started to bring hope to people difficult situations, with no
strings attached. It continues to do just that, mostly behind the scenes. Some of these stories
are told on our website at www.bahiavistachurch.org/change-for-a-dollar-stories.
Last week’s Service Teams meeting educated our volunteers on Safety for Children & Youth,
evacuation policies, and emergency procedures.

Children




It’s nice to have the children worshiping with us in the second service before they go to Kids
Church. They add energy and enthusiasm.
Winshape Camp is next week, July 14-18, at Sarasota Christian School, with a few hundred
children from the area registered.
Our own in-house vacation bible school, “Schoolhouse Rock,” is being held August 4th-8th.

Youth





Brad and Brenna Steury Graber are bringing their French youth to the states and will spend
some time with Bahia Vista’s youth group on Wednesdays, July 16th and 23rd. It will be fun to
have these students from different countries, and the same faith, meet.
The youth are going to Lakewood Retreat the weekend of July 18th.
I will be calling another meeting with the youth leaders, as well as with interested parents, and
others with youth ministry experience. The goal is to develop an interim youth ministry plan to
put into effect following Zack’s departure. This will include finding someone who can serve as a
point person and activities director while we search for our next youth minister.

Administration
Our Southeast Mennonite Conference annual meeting is being hosted here at Bahia Vista,
October 2nd & 3rd. They are asking us to provide leadership for children and youth.
Joyfully submitted,
Pastor Roger

